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This matter is before the Court, en bane, on the Petition for Interlocutory Appeal filed 

by attorney A. Regnal Blackledge. Blackledge seeks leave to appeal the Order of the 

Chancery Court of Covington County, cause no. 2015-002-2, dated April 17, 2017, which 

denied Blackledge's Motion to Withdraw. Attorney W. Terrell Stubbs joins the motion. No 

response was filed. 

After due consideration, the Court finds the Petition for Interlocutory Appeal is well 

taken and should be granted. The Court further finds no additional briefing is needed to 

render its disposition. 

Blackledge filed for a conservatorship of Carl William Arnold, Sr., on behalf of 

Arnold's children. Arnold's wife objected. While the matter was pending, Blackledge's 

clients terminated him and retained Stubbs as new counsel. Blackledge then filed a motion 

to withdraw as counsel, and Stubbs filed an entry of appearance. Arnold's wife objected to 

the substitution, arguing that: 



If Attorney Blackledge is permitted to withdraw as counsel for Petitioners and 
Attorney Terrell Stubbs is hired as counsel for Petitioners, it will be necessary 
for Chancellor David Shoemake to recuse himself as Judge in this cause. To 
appoint a Special Judge and obtain a final hearing in this cause will cause 
excessive and unreasonable delay. 

But the parties cited no pending hearing or trial date. On April 17, 2017, following a hearing 

on Blackledge's motion, the chancellor denied him permission to withdraw from the case. 

Rule 1.08 of the Uniform Chancery Court Rules provides that: 

When an attorney makes an appearance for any party in an action, the attorney 
will not be allowed to withdraw as counsel for the party except upon written 
motion and after reasonable notice to the client and opposing counsel. 

Blackledge satisfied Rule 1.08. 

The attorney should be allowed to withdraw "[w]hen good cause exists[.]" See, e.g., 

Allison v. State, 436 So. 2d 792, 796 (Miss. 1983). Blackledge's clients terminated him and 

retained new counsel. They have the right to employ an attorney of their choice. See Estate 

of St. Martin v. Hixson, 145 So. 3d 1124, 1138 (Miss. 2014). "Depriving a party of the right 

to be represented by the attorney of his or her choice is a penalty that must not be imposed 

without careful consideration." In re ProEducation Intern., Inc., 587 F.3d 296, 300 (5th 

Cir. 2009). The Court finds that the possibility of the chancellor's recusal and/or further 

delay due to the appointment of a special judge does not constitute a sufficient basis to deny 

Blackledge permission to withdraw from the case. Accordingly, the Court finds that the 

Petition for Interlocutory Appeal should be granted and a judgment rendered to vacate the 

order denying Blackledge permission to withdraw as counsel. 
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the Petition for Interlocutory Appeal filed by A. 

Regnal Blackledge is hereby granted. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Order of the Chancery Court of Covington 

County, cause no. 2015-002-2, dated April 17, 2017, which denied Blackledge's Motion to 

Withdraw, is hereby vacated. The matter is remanded to the Chancery Court of Covington 

County to enter an order, within fifteen (15) days of the issuance of the mandate, allowing 

Blackledge to withdraw upon proper substitution of counsel. The notice of appeal having 

been filed, the filing fee is due and payable to the Clerk of this Court. A. Regnal Blackledge 

is taxed with the costs, if any, of this areal. 

SO ORDERED, this the ,:%)6 / d 

( 
LES D. KING, JUSTICE 

THE COURT 

ALL JUSTICES AGREE. 
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